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Abstract
The United Nations (UN) plays a pivotal role in addressing climate and economic governance through initiatives like the United 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the Paris Agreement under COP conferences. While the UN promotes 
international cooperation and sustainable development, challenges persist regarding the alignment of its strategies with the socio-
economic realities of underdeveloped nations. This article critically examines the role of the UN in climate and economic governance, 
emphasizing its impacts on national sovereignty, transparency in climate financing, and the practical implementation of global 
initiatives in the Global South. Key issues such as outdated agricultural methods, pollution from heavy metals and microplastics, 
and limited infrastructure in underdeveloped regions are analyzed. Solutions proposed by environmental advocates like Dr. Robert 
O. Young and political leaders such as Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Donald J. Trump are explored, including detoxification strategies, 
decentralized approaches to environmental governance, and flexible emission reduction policies. The paper advocates for a balanced, 
region-specific approach to climate governance that prioritizes local empowerment, tangible solutions to pollution, and transparency 
in climate financing while respecting national autonomy.
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Introduction

The United Nations (UN), since its founding in 1945, has 
played an integral role in fostering international cooperation 
and addressing global challenges, including climate change and 
sustainable development goals (SDGs) [1]. Through initiatives 
such as Agenda 2030 and conferences under the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the UN has significantly 
influenced global climate governance [17]. Agencies like the United 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) focus on 
promoting equitable trade and economic stability, particularly in 
developing nations.

However, challenges remain in aligning the UN’s initiatives 
with the specific needs of underdeveloped countries. Most third-
world nations struggle with outdated agricultural practices, soil 
degradation, and limited economic flexibility, which prevents them 
from fully implementing the UN’s ambitious climate frameworks 
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[2]. This raises questions about the efficacy of global governance 
structures in fostering real solutions, especially when issues of 
sovereignty and economic autonomy arise.

Prominent voices, including political leaders like Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr. and President Donald J. Trump, and environmental 
scientists, have criticized centralized policies, advocating for 
more practical, transparent, and decentralized solutions to tackle 
environmental issues [5,6].

The United Nations (UN), established in 1945, has evolved from 
its initial mission of promoting international peace and security to 
addressing global challenges such as climate change and economic 
sustainability [1]. Through landmark frameworks like Agenda 
2030 and conferences under the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC), the UN has emerged as a key driver 
of international climate governance. Agencies such as the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) have 
played a significant role in fostering economic development and 
climate policy, particularly in developing nations [4]. However, 
while these efforts aim to address global environmental challenges, 
they often fail to align with the unique economic, social, and 
infrastructural limitations faced by underdeveloped countries 
[2,3].

Developing regions struggle with outdated agricultural 
practices, soil degradation, limited technological infrastructure, 
and a lack of financial capacity to meet ambitious climate 
goals. These barriers hinder the implementation of sustainable 
solutions, exacerbating their vulnerability to climate change 
[12]. Additionally, the growing focus on centralized climate 
frameworks and financing mechanisms raises concerns over 
national sovereignty and the equitable distribution of resources 
[5,15]. Prominent voices such as Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Donald 
J. Trump argue for decentralization and greater transparency, 
suggesting that empowering local communities and prioritizing 
tangible solutions—such as addressing pollution from heavy 
metals, microplastics, and other environmental contaminants—
can produce more effective outcomes [5,14].

Recent scientific studies, including those by Dr. Robert O. Young, 
highlight the pervasive impact of pollutants like microplastics, 
heavy metals, and forever chemicals on both ecosystems and 
human health [10,16]. These environmental issues often receive 

less attention than carbon emissions, despite their immediate 
and harmful effects. Similarly, underdeveloped nations face 
disproportionate challenges related to climate financing, as funds 
are frequently misallocated or fail to directly benefit affected 
communities [23].

This article critically evaluates the UN’s role in climate and 
economic governance, with a particular focus on:

•	 The efficacy of UNCTAD’s climate initiatives and the flexibility 
of frameworks like the Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs) [17].

•	 National sovereignty concerns and the importance of 
decentralized approaches to climate action [13].

•	 Tangible solutions for addressing systemic pollution and 
outdated agricultural practices in underdeveloped countries 
[3,10].

•	 Transparency and accountability in climate financing to 
ensure equitable resource distribution [15].

By incorporating insights from political leaders, environmental 
advocates, and scientific findings, this paper advocates for a region-
specific and solution-oriented approach that respects national 
autonomy while fostering global cooperation. Such a strategy 
would address the immediate challenges faced by underdeveloped 
nations and contribute to long-term environmental resilience and 
sustainable development.

Discussion

UNCTAD’s role in climate and economic governance

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD), established to promote equitable trade and economic 
growth, has significantly expanded its scope to address digital 
transformation and climate governance [4]. At COP29, UNCTAD 
proposed an ambitious $1.46 trillion financial commitment from 
developed nations to assist the Global South in mitigating climate 
risks [4]. While this proposal aligns with the UN’s Agenda 2030, 
critics argue that it overlooks foundational challenges, such as 
outdated infrastructure, insufficient agricultural modernization, 
and systemic economic constraints in underdeveloped regions 
[2,8,9].
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For meaningful results, UNCTAD must prioritize region-
specific solutions:

•	 Sustainable Agricultural Practices: Adopting precision 
agriculture, soil enrichment techniques, and low-cost 
technologies to combat soil degradation and improve 
productivity [3,12].

•	 Tailored Climate Financing: Providing financial incentives 
that address localized needs while ensuring transparency and 
accountability to prevent misuse of funds [15].

•	 Flexible National Policies: The Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) framework under the Paris Agreement 
offers an opportunity for countries to customize climate targets 
suited to their unique socio-economic and environmental 
realities [17].

These measures bridge the gap between ambitious global targets 
and the practical needs of underdeveloped nations, enabling long-
term environmental and economic sustainability.

Aligning sovereignty with global climate ambitions

The intersection of national sovereignty and international 
climate governance remains a central issue. Critics, including 
political leaders like Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Donald J. Trump, 
argue that centralized global policies may undermine local 
autonomy, particularly in underdeveloped nations [5,6].

Kennedy highlights that policies devised by international bodies 
often prioritize corporate interests and overlook localized socio-
economic conditions, leading to ineffective implementation [13]. 
For example, strict global mandates may exacerbate economic 
inequality and limit the ability of nations to adapt climate goals to 
their cultural and resource contexts.

Trump similarly emphasizes the importance of prioritizing 
domestic interests while addressing environmental concerns 
[14]. He advocates for flexible, incentive-based approaches that 
encourage nations to adopt climate policies tailored to their 
economic capabilities. Examples include:

•	 Investing in renewable energy infrastructure that aligns with 
national industrial needs.

•	 Developing carbon-neutral solutions such as sustainable 
agriculture, afforestation, and carbon sequestration 
technologies [5,17].

A decentralized approach, combined with international 
cooperation, can strike a balance between global ambitions and 
national autonomy, ensuring equitable climate progress without 
imposing unsustainable burdens on vulnerable regions.

Addressing environmental pollution with practical solutions

Systemic environmental pollution—particularly from heavy 
metals, microplastics, and forever chemicals—poses significant 
risks to public health, ecosystems, and biodiversity [3,10]. These 
pollutants have been linked to cancer, neurotoxicity, endocrine 
disruption, and soil infertility, particularly in industrialized and 
pollution-prone areas [11,16].

To combat these challenges, the following solutions are 
proposed:

•	 Modern Agricultural Practices: Transitioning to 
sustainable techniques such as regenerative agriculture 
can restore soil health, reduce chemical dependency, and 
improve carbon sequestration. Techniques like crop rotation, 
composting, and integrated pest management have shown 
proven success in enhancing soil productivity [3,12].

•	 Pollution Mitigation Alternatives: Dr. Robert O. Young’s 
research highlights the efficacy of natural detoxification 
agents, such as MasterPeace Zeolite Z and SOLergy Sea 
Minerals, in removing heavy metals and pollutants from 
the environment and biological systems [10,16]. Zeolite Z 
binds toxins and facilitates detoxification at a systemic level, 
reducing health impacts from bioaccumulation.

•	 Community Empowerment and Waste Management: 
Empowering local communities with the tools and knowledge 
to address plastic pollution and habitat degradation can have 
a transformative impact. Initiatives such as community-led 
waste collection systems and reforestation programs offer 
cost-effective, locally driven solutions [18].

Addressing pollution with these practical strategies not 
only mitigates environmental harm but also fosters community 
resilience, particularly in underdeveloped nations facing 
disproportionate pollution impacts.

Practical implications for climate finance in the global south

Climate finance remains a critical pillar of UNCTAD’s climate 
strategy, but its effective allocation and transparency remain 

22

Reevaluating the UN’s Climate and Economic Governance: Solutions for Environmental Resilience, Sovereignty, and the Global South

Citation: Robert Oldham Young. “Reevaluating the UN’s Climate and Economic Governance: Solutions for Environmental Resilience, Sovereignty, and the 
Global South". Acta Scientific Medical Sciences 9.2 (2025): 20-26.



challenges. Reports indicate that climate funds often fail to reach 
intended beneficiaries due to corruption, mismanagement, and 
administrative inefficiencies [15].

For climate finance to yield tangible outcomes in the Global 
South, the following steps are necessary:

•	 Targeted Investment in Infrastructure: Funds should 
prioritize modernizing critical infrastructure such as 
renewable energy systems, sustainable agriculture, and 
water management projects.

•	 Transparent Monitoring and Reporting: Robust 
accountability frameworks, such as third-party audits and 
real-time tracking systems, are essential to ensure funds are 
used effectively [15].

•	 Community-Led Solutions: Decentralizing climate finance 
to empower local organizations ensures that resources 
address region-specific needs. Programs promoting small-
scale renewable energy installations, reforestation, and 
pollution management can offer direct and sustainable 
benefits [15,18].

Ensuring that climate finance mechanisms are transparent and 
tailored to the realities of underdeveloped regions will foster trust 
and enable these nations to actively participate in global climate 
goals.

Challenges in implementing climate policies in underdeveloped 
nations

Implementing UN-led climate policies in underdeveloped 
nations poses significant challenges due to a lack of infrastructure, 
economic flexibility, and access to modern technology [3,12]. Most 
third-world countries depend on traditional agricultural practices, 
which exacerbate soil degradation and water inefficiency, 
undermining climate mitigation efforts [3]. For example, findings 
from The Limits to Growth emphasize that unchecked agricultural 
practices and resource depletion can exacerbate environmental 
and economic collapse if not urgently addressed [12].

To overcome these barriers, international initiatives like 
UNCTAD’s financial proposals at COP29 must focus on targeted 
investments in sustainable technologies, modern farming 

techniques, and education to build capacity within local 
communities [4]. Without such tailored interventions, the 
ambitions of Agenda 2030 and Paris Agreement targets may 
remain unattainable [17].

The role of digital transformation in climate and economic 
development

UNCTAD’s recent pivot towards digital transformation has 
sparked debate over its efficacy in addressing climate challenges 
while fostering economic development in underdeveloped nations 
[7]. Digital platforms can facilitate better monitoring of emissions, 
resource allocation, and sustainable agriculture. For instance, 
UNCTAD’s e-Week summit highlighted the role of digital economies 
in achieving development goals, promoting access to climate data, 
and empowering local decision-makers [7].

However, concerns persist regarding data privacy and the 
risks of centralized control under global governance systems [8]. 
Critics argue that such digital transitions must prioritize equitable 
access to technology and local empowerment, ensuring that the 
benefits of digitization are not monopolized by wealthier nations 
or corporations [9].

Addressing immediate environmental threats beyond carbon 
emissions

The UN’s climate framework predominantly emphasizes 
reducing carbon emissions, but immediate environmental 
challenges such as plastic pollution, biodiversity loss, and heavy 
metal contamination are often overlooked [3,11]. Reports from 
the Environmental Protection Agency highlight the growing 
threat of microplastics and chemical pollutants to ecosystems and 
human health [3]. Recent studies indicate that microplastics have 
even been discovered in human brain tissue, underscoring their 
pervasive impact [11].

Efforts to address such issues require practical, decentralized 
solutions. For example:

•	 Reducing Plastic Waste: Programs to eliminate single-use 
plastics and develop biodegradable alternatives should be 
prioritized [3,11].
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•	 Water and Soil Detoxification: The use of natural 
detoxification agents, such as MasterPeace Zeolite Z, has 
shown promising results in removing heavy metals and 
pollutants from human systems [10,16].

•	 Habitat Restoration: Restoration of degraded ecosystems 
can help enhance biodiversity and resilience to climate change 
[18].

By expanding the focus of UN policies beyond carbon emissions, 
immediate and tangible progress can be achieved on multiple 
environmental fronts.

Transparency and accountability in climate financing

While climate financing remains a central focus for UN 
initiatives like COP29, the effectiveness of these funds depends on 
robust transparency and accountability mechanisms [15]. Studies 
indicate that corruption and misallocation of funds often prevent 
climate aid from reaching the communities that need it most 
[15]. Transparency International emphasizes that clear oversight 
mechanisms are essential to ensure equitable and efficient use of 
climate finance, particularly in underdeveloped regions [15].

Leaders like Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Donald J. Trump have 
also highlighted the importance of avoiding centralized financial 
structures that may undermine national sovereignty [5,14]. 
Encouraging transparent partnerships between governments, 
international organizations, and local stakeholders can ensure 
funds are directed towards actionable solutions, such as improving 
infrastructure, modernizing agriculture, and addressing pollution 
[4,15].

Summary of Solutions: Proposals from Robert O. Young, Robert 
F. Kennedy Jr., and Donald J. Trump

A comprehensive approach to climate and environmental policy 
requires practical, region-specific solutions that balance global 
cooperation with national autonomy. Young, Kennedy, and Trump 
propose strategies that address the root causes of environmental 
challenges, emphasizing tangible and actionable measures over 
centralized mandates.

Detoxification solutions for pollution mitigation

Dr. Robert O. Young highlights the pervasive health impacts of 
environmental pollutants, such as heavy metals, microplastics, 

and forever chemicals. These contaminants, found in air, water, 
and food systems, have been linked to severe human health risks, 
including neurodegenerative disorders, cellular damage, and 
bioaccumulation in tissues [10,16]. Young advocates for the use of 
detoxification agents such as MasterPeace Zeolite Z and SOLergy 
Sea Minerals. Zeolite Z, a natural mineral with a high affinity for 
binding toxins, has shown promising results in reducing systemic 
poisoning caused by heavy metals and industrial chemicals [16]. 
Implementing such detoxification strategies can help reduce the 
human health burden of environmental contaminants, particularly 
in pollution-prone regions.

Empowerment of local communities

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. emphasizes the importance of 
decentralized solutions that empower local communities to 
address environmental challenges specific to their needs. By 
providing financial and technical support to local organizations, 
communities can adopt sustainable practices such as modernized 
soil management, reforestation, and waste management systems 
[18]. This approach ensures that solutions are culturally and 
economically appropriate, fostering long-term resilience and 
reducing dependency on external mandates [18].

Immediate focus on pollution and habitat preservation

Both Kennedy and Trump argue that addressing immediate 
environmental issues, such as pollution reduction, habitat 
preservation, and sustainable agriculture, is critical for public 
health and biodiversity conservation [14]. Trump advocates 
for practical measures to combat plastic pollution and restore 
degraded ecosystems, particularly in underdeveloped nations 
where environmental degradation is exacerbated by outdated 
infrastructure [3,14]. These solutions offer tangible benefits, such 
as improved soil fertility, water quality, and enhanced agricultural 
productivity.

Incentivizing national accountability for emissions

Trump and Kennedy propose a shift from rigid global targets 
to incentivized national accountability, wherein countries are 
encouraged to adopt emissions reduction strategies tailored to 
their economic and environmental contexts [5]. Policies that focus 
on providing incentives for industries to adopt cleaner technologies, 
renewable energy solutions, and carbon sequestration practices 
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can produce more effective results while respecting national 
sovereignty [5,17].

Ensuring transparency and accountability in climate financing

Climate financing remains a cornerstone of international climate 
policy. However, both Kennedy and Trump stress the need for 
transparency and accountability to ensure that funds are equitably 
allocated and reach the intended beneficiaries [15]. Reports 
from Transparency International emphasize that misallocation 
of funds, corruption, and lack of oversight often prevent climate 
aid from addressing urgent needs in underdeveloped regions 
[15]. Implementing robust monitoring and reporting systems can 
help prevent misuse and ensure that financial resources support 
actionable climate and environmental solutions.

Conclusion

The role of the United Nations in climate and economic 
governance is pivotal to addressing global environmental 
challenges. However, achieving meaningful and sustainable 
outcomes requires a shift towards practical, region-specific 
solutions that respect national sovereignty and prioritize local 
empowerment. Underdeveloped nations, in particular, face 
unique barriers such as outdated agricultural systems, insufficient 
infrastructure, and exposure to pollutants like heavy metals and 
microplastics [3,10].

Proposed strategies by Dr. Robert O. Young, Robert F. Kennedy 
Jr., and Donald J. Trump provide a balanced framework that 
integrates detoxification measures, decentralized governance, and 
immediate action on pollution and habitat restoration. Young’s 
focus on detoxifying pollutants using natural solutions like Zeolite 
Z provides a scientifically grounded approach to improving public 
health [16]. Kennedy and Trump’s emphasis on empowering local 
communities, incentivizing national accountability, and ensuring 
transparency in climate financing highlights the need for tailored 
and flexible approaches to emissions reduction and sustainable 
development [14,15,18].

To ensure the success of international climate initiatives, a 
renewed focus is needed on:

•	 Addressing immediate environmental threats such as 
pollution, plastic waste, and habitat loss.

•	 Empowering local communities to develop and implement 
solutions suited to their socio-economic realities.

•	 Ensuring transparency in climate financing to prevent 
corruption and misallocation of funds.

•	 Incentivizing emissions reductions through flexible 
national strategies rather than imposing rigid global targets.

By integrating these practical, solution-oriented measures with 
international cooperation, the UN can create a robust, inclusive 
framework for climate governance. This approach will ensure that 
underdeveloped nations receive the necessary tools, resources, and 
autonomy to address their environmental challenges, promoting 
global sustainability and resilience in the face of climate change.
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