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Now it’s indeed a bad time from the perspective of health. The
COVID-19 pandemic is on-going. It is caused by the newly discov-
ered coronavirus (SARS-nCOV2) [1,2]. Somewhere the disease is
under control, and in other places, it is yet to be under control.
Several Nations were under lockdown in recent past, and the life
process is gradually wishing to get normalized under cover of so-
cial distancing, sanitization and mask [3]. For all practical purpose,
there is no medicine or a vaccine that is widely accepted for pre-
vention or cure of COVID 19 illness although plenty of such items
are proposed if not in the final phase of trial or just approved in

some Nation but under criticism of others.

In this context, it is noteworthy that no authority as on date be-
lieves that masks will not be beneficial at least to some extent. Use
of mask is also currently widespread. Wearing of a mask is viewed
as non-pharmaceutical prevention of COVID 19 disease [4]. Use
of mask should be regulated, and in March 2020, several Nations
had put restrictions on mask use [5]. However, in June 2020 expert
body like WHO has promulgated that proper use of a mask by the
public at large, particularly in places where there is community

transmission of the disease can be beneficial [6].

Currently, authorities are saying that the general population
should use mask properly at least in public places. It is expected
to minimize coronavirus related infection in two possible ways.
Firstly, it will put an obstacle to the virus to enter a new host from
an infected individual. Secondly, an infected individual will shed
fewer virus particles in the air/environment where other non-in-
fected persons are there. Needless to emphasize that, the second
expectation is not met with masks with the respirators. We em-

phasize that wearing of the mask should be proper to minimize
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the chance of infection; otherwise, that may be detrimental. The
mask itself should not contain any dirt or the virus. Then, the mask
will be the source of infection. Therefore, I feel that procedures may
be evolved to know that the masks are clean and proper at point
of use. Scientists are in the process of evolving such technologies;
however, our experience in the field is limited. Therefore, I believe
thatitis the demand of recent time to urgently develop user-friend-
ly technologies so that end-user can know that the mask is clean

and proper.

Conflict of Interest

None

Acknowledgement

DK and MK acknowledges CSIR, New Delhi, India for pro-
viding financial assistance in form of fellowship (File No:
09/141(0197)/2016-EMR-I1 and 09/141(0217)/2019-EMR-I re-
spectively. SS acknowledges UGC, India, for providing fellowship
(F.No. 16-6(Dec.2017)/2018(NET/CSIR). DY, SK, RB and DB ac-
knowledge PGIMER, Chandigarh for financial assistance.

Bibliography

1. Cucinotta D and Vanelli M. “WHO Declares COVID-19 a Pan-
demic”. Acta Bio Medica 91.1 (2020): 157-160.

2. Ciotti M, et al. “COVID-19 Outbreak: An Overview”. Chemother-
apy 64.5-6 (2019): 215-223.

3. Galvin (], et al. “COVID-19 preventive measures showing an
unintended decline in infectious diseases in Taiwan”. The Inter-
national Journal of Infectious Diseases 98 (2020): 18-20.

4. LiT,etal “Mask or no mask for COVID-19: A public health and
market study”. PLoS One 15.8 (2020): e0237691.

Citation: Dibyajyoti Banerjee., et al. “Whether the Available Masks Functioning Properly? A Timely Question". Acta Scientific Medical Sciences 4.12

(2020): 01-02.


https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32191675/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32191675/
https://www.karger.com/Article/FullText/507423
https://www.karger.com/Article/FullText/507423
https://tmu.pure.elsevier.com/en/publications/covid-19-preventive-measures-showing-an-unintended-decline-in-inf
https://tmu.pure.elsevier.com/en/publications/covid-19-preventive-measures-showing-an-unintended-decline-in-inf
https://tmu.pure.elsevier.com/en/publications/covid-19-preventive-measures-showing-an-unintended-decline-in-inf
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0237691
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0237691

Whether the Available Masks Functioning Properly? A Timely Question

5. FengS, etal “Rational use of face masks in the COVID-19 pan-
demic”. The Lancet Respiratory Medicine 8.5 (2020): 434-436.
6. https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/han-
dle/10665/332293/WH0-2019-nCov-1PC_Masks-2020.4-
eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
Assets from publication with us
e Prompt Acknowledgement after receiving the article
¢ Thorough Double blinded peer review
¢ Rapid Publication
¢ Issue of Publication Certificate
¢ High visibility of your Published work
Website: https://www.actascientific.com/

Submit Article: https://www.actascientific.com/submission.php
Email us: editor@actascientific.com
Contact us: +91 9182824667

Citation: Dibyajyoti Banerjee,, et al. “Whether the Available Masks Functioning Properly? A Timely Question". Acta Scientific Medical Sciences 4.12

(2020): 01-02.

02


https://www.thelancet.com/article/S2213-2600(20)30134-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/article/S2213-2600(20)30134-X/fulltext
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/332293/WHO-2019-nCov-IPC_Masks-2020.4-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/332293/WHO-2019-nCov-IPC_Masks-2020.4-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/332293/WHO-2019-nCov-IPC_Masks-2020.4-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

