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Caecilians comprise one of the three surviving orders of amphib-
ians. They are reported from several areas in Asia, Africa and South 
and Central America [1]. Due to burrowing, secretive and nocturnal 
inhabit, they are recorded in the field occasionally [2]. The Western 
Ghats of India is recognized as a world biodiversity hotspot and it 
is home for many Indian and regionally endemic species, especially 
amphibians including caecilians [3]. Caecilians are well explored 
in South and Central Western Ghats of India [4]. The present note 
describes the new locality record of Ichthyophis bombayensis from 
Tamil Nadu part of the Western Ghats.

Distribution and occurrences of Bombay Caecilian was wieldy 
reported in Western Ghats region such as Gujarat [5,6], Maharash-
tra [1,7-10], Karnataka [11-18],  Goa [19,20], Kerala [21,22] and In 
Tamil Nadu [23]. On 21st August 2017 07:10 AM we recorded a road-
kill Bombay Caecilian from Theppakadu (N 11.57845o E 76.59435o 
Elevation 890 MSL), Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, Tamil Nadu, Western 
Ghats, India (Figure 1). The roadkill species was identified as Ich-
thyophis bombayensis using field guide [24] and research work with 
a photograph provided by Govindappa., et al. [20]. The total length 
of roadkill Bombay Caecilian was 150 mm. Distribution of Bombay 
Caecilian was reported in Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Ker-
ala and Tamil Nadu from the Western Ghats region. In Tamil Nadu a 
total of three lchthyophis genus were reported namely lchthyophis 
beddome, lchthyophis peninsularis and lchthyophis tricolor [24] and 
Subramanian., et al. [23] recently reported that total of two species 
of lchthyophis genus was recorded in Tamil Nadu namely lchthyophis 

beddome  and Ichthyophis bombayensis. Subramanian., et al. [23] 
record the Ichthyophis bombayensis from two localities one from 
Anamalai Hills south of the Palghat gap and the other one is near 
coastal areas of Trivandrum. The present record of lchthyophis 
bombayensis form the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve shows the new 
locality record of lchthyophis bombayensis from the Western Ghats 
region. Further studies are required to understand the better dis-
tribution of this species in Tamil Nadu state.

Figure 1: Roadkill Bombay Caecilian (Ichthyophis  
bombayensis) from Mudumalai Tiger Reserve Tamil Nadu,  

Western Ghats, India.

Citation: Samson A and J Leona Princy. “New Locality Record of Bombay Caecilian (Ichthyophis bombayensis  Gymnophiona: Amphibia) 
from  Mudumalai Tiger Reserve Tamil Nadu, Western Ghats, India”. Acta Scientific Veterinary Sciences  Special Issue 1 (2021): 38-39.



39

New Locality Record of Bombay Caecilian (Ichthyophis bombayensis  Gymnophiona: Amphibia) from  Mudumalai Tiger Reserve Tamil Nadu, 
Western Ghats, India

Bibliography

1. Taylor E H. “The Caecilians of the World. A Taxonomic Review”. 
Lawrence, University of Kansas Press (1968): 848. 

2. Nussbaum RA and Wilkinson M. “On the Classification and 
Phylogeny of Caecilians (Amphibia: Gymnophiona), A Critical 
Review”. Herpetological Monogram 3 (1989): 1-42.

3. Oommen V Oommen., et al. “Distribution and abundance of 
the caecilians Gegeneophis ramaswami (Amphibia-Gymnoph-
iona) in Southern Kerala”. Current Science 79.9 (2000): 1386-
1389.

4. Bhatta G and Prashanth P. “Gegeneophis nadkarnii- a caecilian 
(Amphibia: Gymnophiona: Caeciliidae) from Bondla Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Western Ghats”. Current Science 87.3 (2004): 388-
392.

5. Vyas R. “Notes on the distribution and natural history of 
Ichthyophis bombayensis (Gymnophiona: Ichthyophiidae)”. 
Hamadryad 28 (2004): 130-136.

6. Bonny P., et al. “Additional records of Ichthyophis bombayensis 
Taylor, 1960 in and around Dangs, Gujarat”. Zoos’ Print Journal 
19.7 (2004): 1546-1548.

7. Taylor EH. “A New Caecilian Genus in India”. Univ. Kansas Sri. 
Bull. 40 (1960): 31-36.

8. Gundappa KR., et al. “Ecology of Ichthyophis glutinosus (Linn.) 
(Apoda-Amphibia)”. Current Science 50.2 (1981): 480-483. 

9. Jadhav BV. “Observations on external gills of juvenile of Ich-
thyophis bombayensis (Amphibia-Ichthyophiidae)”. Journal of 
Experimental Zoology, India 13.1 (2010): 281-284.

10. Omkar V Yadav., et al. “Diversity, Threats and Conservation of 
Herpetofauna in Shivaji University Campus, Kolhapur, Maha-
rashtra, India”. International Journal of Current Microbiology 
and Applied Sciences 3.6 (2014): 742-749.

11. Daniel JC. “Field guide to the Amphibians of Western India. 
Part 1”. Journal of Bombay Natural History Society 60.2 (1963): 
429-430.

12. Balakrishna T A., et al. “Taxonomy and myogen patterns of 
some caecilians on the Indian subcontinent”. Current Science 
51 (1982): 848- 849.

13. Ravichandran MS and V Krishnamurthy S. “On distribution of 
Ichthyophis bombayensis Taylor, 1960 (Family Ichthyophidae) 
in central Western Ghats”. Journal of the Bombay Natural His-
tory Society 98.1 (2001): 121-123.

14. Krishnamurthy SV. “Habitat features of amphibians in Sringeri, 
WesternGhats”. Zoos’ Print 11.5 (1996): 9- 11.

15. Pillai RS and Ravichandran MS. “Gymnophiona (Amphibian) 
of India - A taxonomic study”. Records of Zoological Survey of 
India, Occasional Paper No. 172 (1999): 166.

16. Krishnamurthy S V and Hussain S A. “Amphibian fauna of Ku-
dremukh National Park, Western Ghats, India”. Journal of the 
Bombay Natural History Society 97.3 (2000): 436- 439.

17. Ravichandran MS and V Krishnamurthy S. “On distribution of 
Ichthyophis bombayensis Taylor, 1960 (Family Ichthyophidae) 
in central Western Ghats”. Journal of the Bombay Natural His-
tory Society 98.1 (2001): 121-123.

18. Chetana BP and Benjamin T. “Checklist of Amphibians: Agumbe 
Rainforest Research Station”. Frog Leg 16 (2011): 2-14.

19. Nirmal Kulkarni KP., et al. “Checklist of Amphibians of Goa”. 
Frog Leg 19 (2013): 7-12.

20. Govindappa V., et al. “An unusual diet of Ichthyophis caecilians 
(Amphibia: Gymnophiona)”. Current Science 111.5 (2014): 
793-795.

21. Gower D J., et al. “Remarkable genetic homogeneity in un-
striped, long-tailed Ichthyophis along 1500 km of the Western 
Ghats, India”. Journal of Zoology. London 272 (2000): 266-275. 

22. Radhakrishnan C and Dinesh KP. “A Catalogue of Amphibia in 
the collection of the Western Ghat Regional Centre, Zoological 
Survey of India, Calicut, Kerala”. Rec. zool. Surv. India, Gcc. Pa-
per No., 339 (2013): 1-71.

23. Subramanian KA., et al. “Atlas of Endemic Amphibians of West-
ern Ghats”. 1-246 (Published by the Director, Zool. Surv. India, 
Kolkata).

Citation: Samson A and J Leona Princy. “New Locality Record of Bombay Caecilian (Ichthyophis bombayensis  Gymnophiona: Amphibia) 
from  Mudumalai Tiger Reserve Tamil Nadu, Western Ghats, India”. Acta Scientific Veterinary Sciences  Special Issue 1 (2021): 38-39.

• Prompt Acknowledgement after receiving the article
• Thorough Double blinded peer review
• Rapid Publication 
• Issue of Publication Certificate
• High visibility of your Published work

Assets from publication with us

Website: www.actascientific.com/
Submit Article: www.actascientific.com/submission.php 
Email us: editor@actascientific.com
Contact us: +91 9182824667 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/268276388_On_the_Classification_and_Phylogeny_of_Caecilians_Amphibia_Gymnophiona_a_Critical_Review
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/268276388_On_the_Classification_and_Phylogeny_of_Caecilians_Amphibia_Gymnophiona_a_Critical_Review
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/268276388_On_the_Classification_and_Phylogeny_of_Caecilians_Amphibia_Gymnophiona_a_Critical_Review
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237371932_Distribution_and_abundance_of_the_caecilian_Gegeneophis_ramaswamii_Amphibia_Gymnophiona_in_southern_Kerala
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237371932_Distribution_and_abundance_of_the_caecilian_Gegeneophis_ramaswamii_Amphibia_Gymnophiona_in_southern_Kerala
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237371932_Distribution_and_abundance_of_the_caecilian_Gegeneophis_ramaswamii_Amphibia_Gymnophiona_in_southern_Kerala
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237371932_Distribution_and_abundance_of_the_caecilian_Gegeneophis_ramaswamii_Amphibia_Gymnophiona_in_southern_Kerala
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24108949
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24108949
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24108949
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24108949
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/273140040_Notes_on_the_distribution_and_natural_history_of_Ichthyophis_bombayensis_Gymnophiona_Ichthyophidae
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/273140040_Notes_on_the_distribution_and_natural_history_of_Ichthyophis_bombayensis_Gymnophiona_Ichthyophidae
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/273140040_Notes_on_the_distribution_and_natural_history_of_Ichthyophis_bombayensis_Gymnophiona_Ichthyophidae
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/275424835_Additional_records_of_Ichthyophis_bombayensisTaylor_1960_in_and_around_Dangs_Gujarat
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/275424835_Additional_records_of_Ichthyophis_bombayensisTaylor_1960_in_and_around_Dangs_Gujarat
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/275424835_Additional_records_of_Ichthyophis_bombayensisTaylor_1960_in_and_around_Dangs_Gujarat
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24083355
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24083355
https://www.cabdirect.org/cabdirect/abstract/20103089472
https://www.cabdirect.org/cabdirect/abstract/20103089472
https://www.cabdirect.org/cabdirect/abstract/20103089472
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/264552585_Diversity_Threats_and_Conservation_of_Herpetofauna_in_Shivaji_University_Campus_Kolhapur_Maharashtra_India
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/264552585_Diversity_Threats_and_Conservation_of_Herpetofauna_in_Shivaji_University_Campus_Kolhapur_Maharashtra_India
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/264552585_Diversity_Threats_and_Conservation_of_Herpetofauna_in_Shivaji_University_Campus_Kolhapur_Maharashtra_India
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/264552585_Diversity_Threats_and_Conservation_of_Herpetofauna_in_Shivaji_University_Campus_Kolhapur_Maharashtra_India
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/299368780_Amphibian_fauna_of_Kudremukh_national_Park_Western_Ghats_India
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/299368780_Amphibian_fauna_of_Kudremukh_national_Park_Western_Ghats_India
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/299368780_Amphibian_fauna_of_Kudremukh_national_Park_Western_Ghats_India
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/287209301_Checklist_of_Amphibians_Agumbe_Rainforest_Research_Station
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/287209301_Checklist_of_Amphibians_Agumbe_Rainforest_Research_Station
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/317304659_Checklist_of_Amphibians_of_Goa_Frog_leg_19_7-12
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/317304659_Checklist_of_Amphibians_of_Goa_Frog_leg_19_7-12
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/307963453_An_unusual_diet_of_Ichthyophis_caecilians_Amphibia_Gymnophiona
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/307963453_An_unusual_diet_of_Ichthyophis_caecilians_Amphibia_Gymnophiona
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/307963453_An_unusual_diet_of_Ichthyophis_caecilians_Amphibia_Gymnophiona
https://zslpublications.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1469-7998.2006.00266.x
https://zslpublications.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1469-7998.2006.00266.x
https://zslpublications.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1469-7998.2006.00266.x

