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Post marketing surveillance of drugs has frequently resulted in
the unveiling of many drugs which have serious adverse effects on
the human body. When there is such emergence of reports of side
effects, there is a brisk requirement of calling off the drugs from the
pharmacists’ shelves. However, in developing countries like India
it is observed that even after the ban of a drug, it is prescribed and
administered to the patients in some cases. Several factors contrib-
ute to this event; and some of them include absence of law enforce-
ment, lack of physician and pharmacist knowledge, no consumer
sensitization regarding the ban. Drugs like Rofecoxib, Phenyl pro-
penamide and Nimesulide which are long banned in the United
States (by the USFDA) are still available in India. With a majority of
the population in India below poverty line, these banned drugs are
found to be cheaper alternatives to safe drugs. A lack of enforce-
ment power of regulatory authorities and a lengthy legal process of
banning a drug further worsen the conditions and make India a lu-
crative market where manufacturers can still produce and market
banned drugs. Shortage of manpower in the authoritative sector
and the existence of a communication gap between the authorities
and the healthcare providers further worsen the situation.

In order to implement the disposal of banned drugs, few crucial
steps need to be taken up in India. Superior control over the new
drugs should be approved and scrutinized by the Drugs Controller
General, India (DCGI). Periodical monitoring of manufacturing fa-
cilities, proper disbursal of information regarding banned drugs to
healthcare professionals, and thwarting the promotion of banned
drugs through averts and labeling; are few of the steps that need

to be implemented. Efficient pharmacovigilance centers and drug

information centers can also provide valuable information to pre-
scribers, pharmacists and patients. Promotion of generic, safer al-
ternatives of banned drugs can also benefit the pubic due to their
safety and cost effectiveness. Lastly more campaigns to sensitize
the pubic regarding the adverse effects of banned drugs, along with
stringent laws for violators can effectively reduce the use of banned

drugs in developing nations like India.
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